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Case 42. Below is cited briefly the case of a girl who,
although very definitely low-grade feeble-minded, ^yet
was not generally recognized as such because of her
ability to talk well.

Catherine L. came to this country a stranger, illit-
erate, untrained, but because of remarkable language
ability was able to obtain and hold positions, to interest
people iii her behalf, and to make an extremely good
impression, all on the basis of her vivacious and fluent
conversation.

Catherine had been but sixteen months in this country,
having come to join relatives. Her mother remained in
Europe. Because of poor family circumstances she had
never attended school a day in her life. She had lived
in a small country town and had received no trade train-
ing, or, for that matter, training of any kind.

When we saw the girl she was able to converse fluently
in English. She had quite a good vocabulary and a great
deal of feeling for choice of words. She spoke dramati-
cally, and the effectiveness of her special gift -was seen in
the fact that she had been able to obtain positions which,
had her real defects been known, wrould never have been
given her. Thus, she was going from door to door selling
some patent appliance, having had some friend read for
her the advertisement through which she had gotten her
position as canvasser. She could not keep account of the
money which she received in exchange for her goods, so
she invented a very plausible story, asking her customers
to make out a receipt which stated the amount which they
had given her; then later she had others count the money
which she turned over to her employers. Although so
shrewd in this, her general apperceptions were poor, and
she was so lacking in foresight that she soon became in-
volved in difficulties. She was exceedingly untruthful
and began stealing in very stupid ways. But so favor-